recognition, an office must make its data public, set up educational initiatives and work with the media. It must also monitor climate conditions, place them in historical context and assess possible future impacts on the climate.
The role is somewhere between that of a meteorologist and a climate modeller, and state climatologists are concerned only with their own state. Residents of New Jersey, for example, can thank their state climatologist David Robinson for the knowledge that they have just encountered their warmest December since records began in 1895.
So grand ideas about the need to tackle global warming aren't the main focus, says Mark Shafer, a climate officer who works with Oklahoma state climatologist and former AASC president Ken Crawford. Although stopping short of saying that state climatologists shouldn't be sacked for their views on global warming, he points out that they generally deal with questions to which those views aren't relevant -for example, the impact of human actions on shorter-term climate effects such as drought. The AASC is now preparing a statement in response to the controversy, urging state governors to consider the factors most important for a successful state climate office. "We encourage public officials to enter into a direct dialogue with their respective state climatologists in order to resolve any differences of opinion, " says a draft of the letter, seen by Nature. Shafer says there are roughly a dozen prospective signatories so far.
Many state climatologists are unhappy about the growing importance of global climate issues on their agenda, however, and the way state climatologists' views on global warming (particularly those of the sceptics) are increasingly sought by the media. Taylor points out that the role initially grew from the National Weather Service in the 1950s, and has always been more closely akin to a weather information service. "Climatologists must be knowledgeable about climate change, but that is usually only a very small part of what we do, " he argues.
All of which moves the debate towards a different question. 
"
The message conveyed by the new 'crystal clear' radiation warning sign designed by the International Atomic Energy Agency. Looks good, although it does seem to advocate running in the workplace.
Tenure is not an inoculation against foolishness.
University of Maryland physicist Robert Park's opinion on the work of Robert Jahn, whose Princeton University tenure allowed him to run a lab investigating telekinesis.
